
Introduction  
The Invisible Occupation 

 

Throughout history, mankind has battled numerous debilitating conditions.  We readily 

recognize and address physical threats like high blood pressure — a ‘silent killer’ that 

demands immediate attention.  Yet, a condition just as devastating often hides in plain sight: 

depression.   

Unlike a measurable spike in blood pressure, depression creeps in quietly, often 

unrecognized until it has already taken hold of a person's reality.  It is a war waged within the 

mind, where the battlefield is invisible to the outside world, yet the casualty is the very 

essence of the individual. 

Most people believe that depression is a sudden storm — a dark cloud that rolls in and sits 

over their life without reason.  They think of it as a mysterious emotional fog, but after years 

of observing the ‘Not So Idle Questions’ that haunt my mind, I’ve realized that depression 

isn’t a weather pattern.  It is a political system. 

It never starts with a Regime.  It starts with a single, dry, unremarkable thought. 

I call it a Lentil. 

A decade ago, I released my first book entitled ‘(Not So Idle) Thoughts and Questions’ as a 

collection of inquiries meant to stir the surface of our collective status quo.  It was a journey 

of observation — an attempt to identify the cracks in our egos, our fears, and our 

relationships.  However, questions once asked have a way of demanding more than just 

answers; they demand movement.  Even though I released three additional books since, this 

new book is the evolution of that silence between the ‘Thoughts and Questions.’  It is the 

transition from simply identifying the 'idle' thoughts that haunt us, to understanding the 

profound power they wield when they become the battlefield for our very souls. 

On its own, a Lentil is weightless.  You can hold it in your hand and blow it away with a 

single breath.  It’s that idle question that pops up while you’re stuck in traffic or washing the 

dishes: “Did I say the right thing?” or “What if they’re actually disappointed in me?”  In an 



uncluttered free mind, that Lentil just rolls around and eventually falls out of sight.  

However, when the soil of the mind is tilled by exhaustion, stress, or that ever-resilient self-

doubt, it doesn't stay a single thought for long.  It finds a place to settle, gets sticky, and 

draws other Lentils toward it — whether it is a memory of a past mistake, a fear of a future 

bill, or a doubt about our worth.  Before we realize what is happening, the Lentils have 

stopped rolling and begun to cluster, packing together to gain density and gravity.  They are 

no longer individual thoughts; they have formed a Colony. 

A Colony has weight.  A Colony has a border and most dangerously, a Colony has a will to 

survive.  It is the tipping point, and it is a master of chemical warfare.  It identifies our 

weaknesses and uses them as mercenary forces, creating the pain that makes us reach for 

vices, then uses the resulting shame to lock the prison doors even tighter.  It wants us 

isolated, sedated, and convinced that we are a refugee in our own head. 

Once the Colony is established, it stops being a bad mood or a bad day and starts acting like 

a government.  It becomes a settled, organized presence in our mind.  This is the birth of the 

‘Taliban of the Mind’ – a Command Center that begins to pass Emergency Decrees 

declaring that peace is a trap and that hope is illegal propaganda.  It sends out SWAT Teams 

— rapid-response units of anxiety, designed to intercept any illegal shipment of joy or hope 

before it can reach your heart.  When these forces wear ‘Masks,’ they become significantly 

more dangerous because they stop looking like the enemy and start looking like the truth. 

By the time we realize we are under attack, the Regime has already seized the radio stations 

of our internal monologue and the ‘Not So Idle Questions’ have become interrogators.  We 

are no longer the ruler of our own head; we are refugees in an occupied territory. 

 

The Result: Full Depression 

Depression is the final stage of a sophisticated, high-definition internal occupation where the 

mind is no longer just occupied — it is completely dark.  This all depends on us believing 

that our exhaustion is our own fault, that our addictions are just ‘bad habits,’ and that the 

silence of God is his personal rejection.  The Regime wants us to remain confused by our 

‘Not So Idle Questions’ so that we never look up and see it for what it actually is. 

This book is the tactical map of that occupation.   



We are going to use personal quotations to walk through the seven core territories of Love, 

God, Overthinking, Ego, Life, Work, and Childhood/Parenting to see exactly how the 

Regime operates.  We will look at the ‘Not So Idle Questions’ that act as interrogators and 

the decrees that the Regime uses to keep us in the dark.  We will even share the daunting 

state of depression as we become overwhelmed by the Regime making the fight for our own 

mind a grueling, uphill battle.  We will see how the Lentils grow, the Colony settles, and how 

the SWAT teams operate.   

To help you navigate this field manual, each chapter concludes with a tactical synopsis — a 

brief, high-definition summary of the enemy's strategy in that territory.  Use these summaries 

to quickly identify which borders of your life are currently under siege. 

As with the previous volume, we encourage you to add your ‘Thoughts and Questions’ to 

the pages provided.  Documenting them will help you identify and assess your Lentils, 

recognizing their influence on your family and your life.  You will get to appreciate how your 

Colony was formed and begin to understand the Decrees issued by the Taliban because…  

After all, we cannot start a Resistance until we understand the government that is trying to 

keep us in the dark. 

Welcome to the Resistance. 

 

 


